
Arvind N. Mafatlal (1923-2011)
Shri Arvind N. Mafatlal was born on October 27, 1923, 

in Ahmedabad, Gujarat, India. Educated at St. Xavier’s High 
School and Sydenham College, Mumbai, he was the proud heir 
to a great business legacy, founded in 1905 by his entrepreneur 
grandfather Shri Mafatlal Gagalbhai.

Shri Arvind Mafatlal took over the reins of the Mafatlal 
Group of Companies in 1955, and spearheaded its progress 
with bold and innovative ideas, perseverance and brilliant 
strategy. 

Between 1963 and 1968, he set up India’s first integrated 
petrochemical complex through two pioneering joint venture 
companies - NOCIL, in partnership with Royal Dutch Shell Co. 
of Netherlands/UK  and Polyolefins Industries Ltd (PIL) in 
partnership with Hoechst AG of Germany, a world leader in 
chemicals. 

In the same period, two additional pioneering chemical 
ventures, Standard Alkalies Ltd and Navin Fluorine Industries 
were also set up. In the years to come, he raised the textile 
business of the Group to new heights of glory, and was hailed 
as a leader and trendsetter in the industry.

As the Chairman of Shri Sadguru Seva Sangh Trust set 
up by his Gurudev in 1968, Shri Arvind Mafatlal focused on 
providing vital health services in tribal and rural areas, and 
contributed tirelessly to relief and rehabilitation work during 
natural calamities. His ‘Sukhadi Programme’ which aimed to 
assuage the hunger of those stricken by debilitating droughts 
and famines, saved the lives of millions in the remote 
corners of Maharashtra and Gujarat. The Sadguru Trust 
also established a number of eye care hospitals and schools 
in the interiors of Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh, and 
has carried out more than 1.1 million eye surgeries and post-
operative care.

From the late sixties onwards, he brought his dynamism 
and farsightedness to bear on the activities of BAIF (Bharatiya 
Agro Industries Foundation).  In 1977, he was nominated as 
Chairman, BAIF. He served in this position until his demise. 

Inspired by Mahatma Gandhi’s vision for gram-rajya in an 
independent India, he, along with Manibhai, helped BAIF 
execute exemplary projects in community development and 
relief, sustainable rural development and food security.

Shri Arvind Mafatlal held various important positions 
in prestigious financial institutions, such as Director in 
State Bank of India and  Director in  Industrial Development 
Bank of India. He was the recipient of prestigious accolades 
like the Durga Prasad Khaitan Memorial Gold Medal (1966), 
the Business Leadership Award of Madras Management 
Association (1971), the Indian Merchants’ Chamber 
Award (1975), the Sir Jehangir Ghandy Gold Medal for 
Industrial Peace of XLRI, Jamshedpur (1978), the Honour 
of Maharashtra Economic Development Council (1985), the 
Lions’ Humanitarian Award by the International Association 
of Lions Clubs (USA for sight-related activities (1993), and the 
Rotary Club of Bombay’s ‘Citizen of Bombay’ Award for the 
year 1995.

On October 30th, 2011, at Chitrakoot in Madhya 
Pradesh, Shri Arvind N. Mafatlal  left his body. He played 
an important role in the post independence growth of 
the country. Through his foresight, brilliant strategy and 
vision he not only spearheaded the Mafatlal group but also 
inspired countless young minds. He was also an ardent social 
reformer. To achieve his social vision of improved quality 
of life for the underprivileged he founded BAIF, which used 
modern technology and focussed research and development 
to improve the livelihood of tribals and landless. He was also 
a great proponent of women empowerment. 

Department of Posts is pleased to issue Commemorative 
Postage Stamp on 100th Birth Anniversary of Arvind N. 
Mafatlal and salutes his zeal for entrepreneurship, industrial 
development and social welfare. 
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vjfoUn ,u- eQryky ¼1923-2011½
Jh vjfoUn ,u- eQryky dk tUe 27 vDrwcj] 1923 dks 

vgenkckn] xqtjkr] Hkkjr esa gqvkA mudh f'k{kk&nh{kk lsaV tsfo;j 
gkbZ Ldwy vkSj flMUgWe d‚yst] eqacbZ ls gqbZA Jh vjfoUn] ,d fo[;kr 
m|eh laxBu ds xkSjokfUor mRrjkf/kdkjh Fks] ftldh LFkkiuk muds 
nknk vkSj çfl) O;olk;h] Jh eQryky xxyHkkbZ }kjk o"kZ 1905 esa 
dh xbZ FkhA 

Jh vjfoUn eQryky us o"kZ 1955 esa eQryky lewg dh ckxMksj 
laHkkyh vkSj vius lkgfld ,oa uoksUes"kh fopkjksa] –<+ fu'p; vkSj 
mR—"V dk;Zuhfr ls bl lewg dks çxfr ds iFk ij vkxs c<+k;kA

 o"kZ 1963 ls 1968 ds chp] Jh vjfoUn us nks vxz.kh la;qDr m|e 
daifu;ksa ds ek/;e ls Hkkjr ds igys baVhxzsVsM isVªksdsfedy d‚EIysDl 
dh LFkkiuk dhA buesa ls ,d daiuh ,uvkslhvkbZ,y dh LFkkiuk] 
uhnjySaM@;wds dh j‚;y Mp 'ksy daiuh ds lkFk lk>snkjh ls vkSj 
iksyh;ksywfQUl baMLVªht fyfeVsM ¼ihvkbZ,y½ dh LFkkiuk] dsfedYl ds 
{ks= esa nqfu;k dh vxz.kh teZu daiuh] gks,LV ,th ds lkFk lk>snkjh 
ls dhA 

blh vof/k ds nkSjku Jh vjfoUn us nks vU; vxz.kh dsfedy 
m|eksa] LVS.MMZ vYdsfyt fy- vkSj uohu ¶ywvksjhu baMLVªht dh 
LFkkiuk Hkh dhA rRi'pkr~ vkus okys o"kksaZ esa mUgksaus bl lewg ds 
VsDlVkby dkjksckj dks ubZ Åapkb;ksa rd igqapk;kA blhfy,] mUgsa bl 
m|ksx ds vxzxkeh vkSj iFkçn'kZd O;fäRo ds :i esa tkuk tkrk gSA 

Jh vjfoUn eQryky us vius xq#nso }kjk o"kZ 1968 esa LFkkfir 
Jh xq#nso lsok U;kl ds v/;{k ds :i esa vkfnoklh rFkk xzkeh.k {ks=ksa 
esa vko';d LokLF; lsok,a çnku djus ij /;ku dsfUær fd;kA mUgksaus 
çk—frd vkinkvksa ds nkSjku jkgr ,oa iquokZl dk;ksaZ esa Hkh vFkd 
;ksxnku fd;kA Jh vjfoUn }kjk ^lq[kM+h dk;ZØe* dh 'kq#vkr dh xbZ] 
ftldk mís'; Hk;adj lw[ks vkSj vdky ls ihfM+r yksxksa dh Hkw[k&I;kl 
feVkuk FkkA bl dk;ZØe us egkjk"Vª vkSj xqtjkr ds nwjLFk {ks=ksa esa 
yk[kksa yksxksa dks dky dk xzkl cuus ls cpk;kA ln~xq: U;kl us mRrj 
çns'k vkSj e/; çns'k ds van:uh bykdksa esa vka[kksa ds vusd vLirkyksa 
dh LFkkiuk Hkh dh] tgka 11 yk[k ls vf/kd lQy v‚ijs'ku fd, x, 
vkSj rRi'pkr ns[k&Hkky Hkh lqfuf'pr dh xbZA 

NBosa n'kd ds mRrjk/kZ ls] Jh vjfoUn us ch,vkbZ,Q ¼Hkkjrh; 
,xzks baM+LVªht QkmaMs'ku½ ds dk;Zdykiksa esa viuh lfØ;rk vkSj 
nwjnf'kZrk dk ifjp; fn;kA o"kZ 1977 esa mUgsa ch,vkbZ,Q dk v/;{k 

ukfer fd;k x;kA Jh vjfoUn us thoui;ZUr bl in ij viuh lsok,a 
nhaA Lora= Hkkjr esa xzkejkT; ds xka/kh th ds lius ls çsfjr Jh vjfoUn 
us Jh euhHkkbZ ds lkFk feydj lkeqnkf;d fodkl vkSj jkgr dk;ksaZ ds 
lkFk&lkFk lrr xzkeh.k fodkl ,oa [kk| lqj{kk ds {ks= esa mYys[kuh; 
ifj;kstuk,a Hkh dk;kZfUor dhA

 Jh vjfoUn fofHkUu çfrf"Br foRrh; laLFkkvksa esa Hkh egRoiw.kZ inksa 
ij vklhu jgs] tSls Hkkjrh; LVsV cSad vkSj Hkkjrh; m|ksx fodkl cSad 
ds funs'kd ds in ijA mUgsa fofHkUu çfrf"Br iqjLdkjksa ls Hkh lEekfur 
fd;k x;k tSls nqxkZ çlkn [ksrku eseksfj;y Lo.kZ ind ¼1966½] n 
fctusl yhMjf'ki vokMZ v‚Q eækl eSustesaV ,lksfl,'ku ¼1971½] n 
epsZUV~l psEcj vokMZ ¼1975½] n lj tgkaxhj xka/kh xksYM esMy Q‚j 
baM+fLVª;y ihl v‚Q ,Dl,yvkjvkbZ] te'ksniqj ¼1978½] n v‚uj 
v‚Q egkjk"Vª bDu‚feDl MsoyiesaV dkmafly ¼1985½] vka[kksa ds mipkj  
laca/kh dk;Zdykiksa ds fy, n yk;al áweSfuVsfj;u vokMZ ck; n 
baVjus'kuy ,lksfl,'ku v‚Q yk;al Dyc] ;w,l, ¼1993½ vkSj o"kZ 
1995 dk n jksVjh Dyc v‚Q ckEcs dk ^flfVtu v‚Q ckEcs* vokMZA 

30 vDrwcj] 2011 dks Jh vjfoUn ,u- eQryky dk e/; çns'k 
ds fp=dwV esa fu/ku gks x;kA Jh vjfoUn us Lora=rk ds i'pkr ns'k 
ds fodkl esa egRoiw.kZ Hkwfedk fuHkkbZA mUgksaus viuh nwjnf'kZrk] dq'ky 
dk;Zuhfr vkSj fotu ds ek/;e ls u dsoy eQryky lewg dks çxfr 
ds iFk ij vxzlj fd;k] cfYd os dbZ ;qokvksa ds Hkh çsj.kk lzksr jgsA 
os ,d dêj lekt lq/kkjd Hkh FksA Jh vjfoUn us lekt ds oafpr 
oxZ ds thou Lrj esa lq/kkj ykus ds vius lkekftd fotu dks iwjk 
djus ds fy, ch,vkbZ,Q dh LFkkiuk dhA ;g QkmaMs'ku] vk/kqfud 
çkS|ksfxdh vkSj lqdsafær vuqla/kku o fodkl ds ek/;e ls vkfnokfl;ksa 
vkSj Hkwfeghuksa ds thou dks csgrj cukus dh fn'kk esa mYys[kuh; dk;Z 
djrh gSA Jh vjfoUn] efgyk l'kähdj.k ds Hkh cM+s leFkZd FksA 

Mkd foHkkx] Jh vjfoUn ,u- eQryky dh tUe'krh ij 
Lekjd Mkd&fVdV tkjh djrs gq, çlUurk dk vuqHko djrk gS vkSj 
m|e'khyrk] vkS|ksfxd fodkl rFkk lekt dY;k.k ds çfr muds tTcs 
dks lyke djrk gSA    
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